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Public trust in science, and in chemistry, has never mattered more. From the materials we use to the medicines 
we take, chemistry underpins many of the solutions the world needs. But how the public sees chemistry affects 
everything from education and careers to public policy.  

This talk explores the role of chemistry in society today, and the responsibility of the chemical sciences to serve 
the public good. Ethical questions increasingly shape both research and regulation, especially in areas such as 
chemicals policy and sustainability. Chemistry cannot be separated from the values of the society it serves.  

The Royal Society of Chemistry is working to ensure that the benefits of chemistry are widely felt, and that the 
chemical sciences contribute meaningfully to the UN Sustainable Development Goals. This includes our work 
on chemicals regulation, support for ethical practice, and a commitment to global equity in science.  

We are supporting greater participation from the Global South through initiatives such as the Pan Africa 
Chemistry Network and our programmes for early career researchers. More broadly, we are working to make 
chemistry more inclusive across many dimensions – including gender, ethnicity, disability, and socioeconomic 
background – through research, partnerships, and direct action.  

Chemistry can be a powerful force for positive change, if it is shaped with care, collaboration and conscience. 
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Andrew is currently the Senior Programme Manager, International Engagement. His responsibilities include 
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